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In the wake of a pre-COVID Change Laboratory, a number of contradictions emerged in 

laptop-mediated English language classrooms at a federal institution in the UAE. The post-

COVID return to classroom teaching means there is now the opportunity to explore these 

contradictions and put new models of practice into place. In this session I’ll briefly describe 

the Change Laboratory, and then focus on three areas of contradictions that I am currently 

investigating. These areas are effective device usage, different devices for different purposes, 

and effective use of space and deployment. 

 
Rob Miles is an English language professional, currently based in 
the United Arab Emirates. Rob’s main interests include Activity 
Theory, expansive learning, language acquisition, and classroom 
technology. Rob is an Alumni Member of the Centre for 
Technology Enhanced Learning at Lancaster University. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

To register to watch the seminar via Zoom, please email Dee Daglish  
for the link and password d.daglish@lancaster.ac.uk 
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